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About the Author
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Overview

Why This Book?

ExpressionEngine from EllisLab is a very powerful content management system that's
been around for a few years now and has thousands of users. However, what's been
missing is a cohesive book or series of tutorials on building a complete site using
ExpressionEngine (EE).

After seeing a number of requests in the support forums for such a tool, I started a series
on my weblog called "Building an ExpressionEngine Site." The series comprises 17
chapters, and took roughly five months to publish end to end — with segments getting
completed in between client work and life as we know it.

This book is a re-purposing of that series, keeping the same overall build approach and
structure but different in the following ways:

e The sample site is assembled on its own (rather than as part of Boyink.com)
which allowed me to organize the templates better.

e The Weblog names are semantic and simpler.

e Image paths are simpler

e ['ve added dozens of screen captures to make processes clearer.

e EE variable names, EE tags, and HTML appear in more complete form

e The content has been revised and edited for clarity and accuracy.

Who Is This Book For?
This book was written for someone who is already familiar with building web sites using
(X)HTML and CSS, and is just new to ExpressionEngine.

If you aren’t comfortable editing CSS selectors, using div tags, or don’t know how to use
the W3C CSS and (X)HTML validators then this tutorial series may not be for you. A
good share of the issues I’ve worked through with people using this series are straight
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HTML or CSS related - missing div tags, extra spaces in CSS files, etc. So the more
comfortable and experienced you are at solving those problems, the easier it will be to
make the jump to ExpressionEngine.

And of course, the more you've already explored the existing ExpressionEngine resources
such as the support forums, the knowledge base, and the wiki, etc., the easier time you'll
have grokking the code and build approach in this book.

So What's the Plan?

In this book we'll take a free CSS site template and work through the process of bringing
it into ExpressionEngine from start to finish. I’m planning on a typical, genericized
small-business site architecture of:

Home
About
Products
Services
Weblog
Contact
Search

Please do not use any of the default templates that install with ExpressionEngine as your
basis for the templates in this book. Nothing against them - they just have some
advanced features that make it hard to use them as a simple starting point. I also think
the practice of using a static, non-EE template is closer to how many EE sites get
developed.

Details and Conventions
e The code is from a sample site I've built locally, using a WAMP setup.

e The book assumes you are using a commercial copy ExpressionEngine 1.6.1.
Most of the book will work with EE core however.

e Each code template appears in the following format:
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Template Name (in the format of template group name/template name)

Sample code
Sample code

Sample code

Name and location of template in Companion Files (if available)

e Ifyou've purchased the digital version of this book, I'd suggest using the
companion files as the source for any copy/pasting you do into EE, as the chance
of getting any odd characters is minimal to none.

A Note Before You Begin

The EE integration approach used in this book should be viewed as "one way to do it" —
not necessarily the "only" way. ExpressionEngine is incredibly flexible, and there are
always at least a couple of different ways to implement the same thing. What I tried to
do in this book was demonstrate a good way to build out a small business website, using
a simple/clean approach favoring native EE functionality, while also showing some of
what I feel are good foundational coding practices that will set you up well for learning
more advanced techniques later on.

Make sense? No? No worries, there is help/support available. Flip to the last page in the
book for the details.

Yes? Cool.

Let's get to it.
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Chapter 1

Loading a Static Template and Stylesheet

In this first chapter, we download the template files and bring the HTML and CSS into
ExpressionEngine, getting EE to serve up the static template.

Download the Template
This tutorial series will be using the free website template found on the web at:
http://www.free-css-templates.com/preview/greenbusiness/

The zip file containing the template images, HTML and CSS code can be found at:
http://www.free-css-templates.com/downloads/44/ereenbusiness.zip

Download and unzip the template archive onto your local hard drive. Got it? Good.

Upload the Template Images
Now you’ll need to figure out where on the server you want to put the images. Using an
FTP client, make a directory on the server.

For this tutorial I’ve created a new subdirectory in the default EE images directory — so
my images are at: site root/images/interface/. I uploaded all the images from the template
archive there.

Edit Image to Add the Site URL Variable

OK - now to the CSS file. I’'m picky - I don’t like my CSS statements all on one line as
it’s tough to scan and modify the file. I went through the CSS for this template and put in
all the carriage returns and tabs using TopStylePro. I know there are more automated
ways to do this, but I like doing it manually as it helps me get familiar with the CSS and
look for any trouble spots like content with fixed heights.

Regardless of how you like your CSS formatted, you will need to edit the paths to any
images. My standard approach is to give them a complete path, but using the {site url}
variable for the root so that it changes when my site goes from its temporary URL to the
final live URL.
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{site_url}, unless you’ve specified otherwise in your EE path.php file, takes it’s value
from the homepage setting under CP Home > Admin > System Preferences > General
Configuration.

I use the Find and Replace function in TopStylePro, and in this case changed image paths
from:

images/topbg. jpg
to
{site url}images/interface/topbg.jpg

Note that there is a fully updated stylesheet in the companion files at
Chapter 1/updated stylesheet.css

Create a Main Template Group
In this tutorial I want to use a Template Group called “site” to hold the site index
template, the CSS template, and some other templates.

You’ll note, however, that EE installs with a group by that name already. You can
choose to do two things with the default site Template Group — delete it or rename it.

I don’t recommend deleting the default group, however — especially if you are new to EE.
The default templates — even though we don’t really want them for this tutorial - are great
examples to save for picking apart in the future. The templates are available on
ExpressionEngine.com, however, so if you want to delete them now and need them later
you can always re-download them. To delete the entire default site group, just select it in
the left column and click Delete Group in the middle column.

To rename them — the option I suggest — select the site Template Group in the left column
and click Edit Group. I usually rename the group to “zz_site” so that alphabetically it
will sort to the bottom of the Templates interface. Enter your new name and click
Update.
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Template Management Global Variables

Choose Group site Template Hame | H
embeds Preferences a about
products New Template
sear_ch Edit Group @ contact
sarvices

ek Group @ +index
weblog Export Templates
Iﬁ stylesheet

* Indicates master site default page

Figure 1.1: Clicking Edit Group to Rename a Template Group

Edit Template Group

Template Group Hame
The name must be a single word with no spaces

(underscores and dashes are allowed)

\zz_site

Make the index ternplate in this group your site’s home page?

Figure 1.2: Entering a New Template Group Name

Create a CSS Template
We can now start to load up that new Template Group with templates. The first one we’ll
put there is the stylesheet for the site:

Select the site Template Group in the left column.
Click New Template in the center column.

Give it a name (I’ve called mine “stylesheet").
Set the Template Type to “CSS Stylesheet.”

b s
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5. Click Submit.

New Template Form

Template Name
The name must be a single word with no spaces

(underscores and dashes are allowed)

[stylesheet |
Template Type
Web Page
RSS5 Page
Default Templat
; JavaSecript
Static
® NS ty template
O Use a template from your library
() Duplicate an existing template embedsfoater b

Figure 1.3: Creating a CSS Template

Copy/Paste In the CSS Code
Now you’ll have a new empty template. Click the new template name to edit it, and

copy/paste in the CSS code that you edited earlier. Save the template by clicking
Update.

Turn on Template Revision History

EE will save revisions of your templates as you make changes. This is a great feature
that will save your hide at some point — it’s just a matter of when. It’s not enabled by
default, however, so let’s get it turned on:

Click the Templates tab in the Control Panel.
Click Global Template Preferences.
Check Save Template Revisions to Yes.

Choose the number of revisions you want to keep (I usually keep 10).
Click Update.

M
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ExpressionEngine v 1.6.

Publish dit Templates Communicate Modules My unt Admin
CPHome » Templates » Template Management reate a Ne emplate Group
Template Management Global Variables | Global Temte Preferences | Edit Group Order | Template Preferences Manager

Choose Group embeds Template Hame | Edit Hits View Access Delete
Freferences © rooter 1 View Acsss Dekte
products New Template
sear_ch Edit Group =5} html_header 0 Wiew Access Delete
sSenvices
* site Delete Group ﬁ‘ index 0 View Access .
weblog Export Templates
O latest_news 0 View Access Delete
6 latest_products 0 View Access Delete

Figure 1.4: Finding Global Template Preferences

Template Preferences

404 Page

Determines which template =hould be dizplayed when =omeone triez to access an invalid URL. | Mone e |
Note: If vou choose "Mone®, your default weblog will be shown when an invalid URL is

requested.

Save Template Revisions

Note: Saving your revizions can use up a lot of databaze space =0 you are encouraged to set Yes @ Mo O

limits below.

Maximum Number of Revisions to Keep

The maximum number of revizions that =hould be kept for EACH template. For example, if you =et |'1 U|
this to 5, only the most recent 5 revizions will be =aved for any given template.

Allow Templates to be Saved as Files?

When =aving your templates you can optionally save them as files on your server. Please consult  Yes O Mo @
the u=er guide for more info regarding this feature.

Basepath to Template File Directory

Server path to the directory in which the template filez ghould be zaved. |

Figure 1.5: Turning on Template Revisioning

Edit Image Paths in HTML

OK - now for updating the HTML file that came with the template you downloaded.
You’ll need to edit the image paths in the HTML to reflect the folder structure we’ve
created for EE, and to include the {site url} variable.
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They’ll need to change from this form:
images/img2.gif
to this form:

{site url}images/interface/img2.gif

Loading the HTML into EE
Once you have the images paths edited in your template’s HTML file, it is now ready to
bring into EE as a new template.

Since EE will create a blank “index” template anytime you create a new Template Group,
we can just use the existing index template in the new site Template Group.

Click the index template title to edit it, and copy/paste in the index.html from your edited
HTML file. Click Update.

Edit the CSS Link in the HTML File
There is one more thing to do in order to have EE serving up our static HTML and CSS -
and that’s to edit the link to the CSS file in the HTML.

In the HTML, the default link is:
<link rel="stylesheet" href="stylesheet.css" type="text/css" />
This needs to change to the EE style of link:

<link rel='stylesheet' type='text/css' media='screen'
href="'{stylesheet=site/stylesheet}' />

If you’ve used different names for either the Template Group or the stylesheet template
name, you’ll need to make sure the path after the “href stylesheet” reflects those changes.

(Note: There is an updated HTML file available in the Companion Files,
chapter 1/updated _index.html.)

Once you’ve recoded the link, click Update to save the template.
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I’ve had some feedback that the single quotes mentioned here weren’t working and had
to be replaced by double quotes, IE:

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" media="screen"
href="{stylesheet=site/stylesheet}” />

So if you have issues with content not getting styled, that might be one thing to try.

The Results

If you’re still in the template editing screen you can now click View Rendered Template.
You should—barring any typos in your path statements - get the static HTML and CSS as
served up by EE.
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Your Company

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Morbi
elementum, ipsum nec aucter condimentum, magna adio aliquet elit
non bibendum lorem ligula at nisi. Proin sapien. In hac b

t. Nunc non magna. Duis pharetra laoreet dolor. Mauris
trlsthue interdum turpis. Praesent sed pede. Aenean porttitor ultrices
tortor. Aenean a purus. Praesent eu sapien

Nulla posuere, sapien sit amet euismod suscipit, magna diam sodales
magna, nec semper eros tortor et nulla. Nunc nec maurns. Aenean tincidunt. Mam sem. Etiam
quis justo. Donec pellentesque pellentesque tellus. Integer bibendum massa sed diam. In in
elit. Ut blandit arcu sed ligula. Aenean interdum. Suspendisse adipiscing suscipit nisl. In nen
leo et justo posuere placerat. In tincidunt cursus turpis. Maecenas suscipit tempor ante.
Vestibulum pretium aliguam metus.

Sapien sit amet evismod suscipit, magna diam sodales magna, nec semper eros tortor
et nulla. Nunc nec maurs. Aenean tincidunt. Mam sem. Etiam quis justo. Donec
pellentesque pellentesque tellus. Integer bibendum massa sed diam. In in elit.

MNulla posuere, sapien sit amet euismod suscipit, magna diam sodales magna, nec semper
eros tortor et nulla. Nunc nec mauris. Aenean tincidunt. Mam sem. Etiam quis justo. Donec
pellentesque pellentesque tellus. Integer bibendum massa sed diam

Our Assets

In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Munc non et nem

magna. Duis pharetra laorest dolor. Mauris
tristique interdum turpis. Praesent sed pede
Aenean porttitor ultrices tortor. Aenean a purus
Praesent eu sapien

MNulla posuere, sapien sit amet
euismod suscipit, magna diam
sodales magna, nec semper eros
tortor et nulla. Nunc nec mauris.

In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Munc non
magna. Duis pharetra laoreet dolor

Larem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit. Morbi
elementurm, ipsum nec auctor
condlmentum magna adio aliquet
elit, non bibendum lorem ligula at
nisi. Proin sapien. In hac habitasse
platea dictumst.

. In hac habitasse platea dictumst
. Lorem ipsum dolo t

. habitasse platea dlctumst
. sapien sit amet euismod

ol P

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
consectetuer adipiscing elit

sed didnl |10|1L|mm-.l nibh

Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet
consectetuer
adipiscing =lit, sed
diam nonummy nibh euisn
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliguam erat vo I-n,,at Ut
wisi enim ad m VB

10

Quis nostrud
exerci tation
ullamcorper
suscipit lobortis

consequat

Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet
consectetuer
adipiscing «lit, sed
diam nonummy nibh euismaod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
tpat. Ut
|

ol

magna aliquam erat v

i enim ad m

Figure 1.6: The Downloaded Template as Rendered by ExpressionEngine
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